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A qualitative approach utilises two sets of photo-elicitation
interviews within a longitudinal study design.
Key interview themes include:

1) perceptions on Chinese and British academic cultures
2) development of higher order thinking skills in China

and Britain and
3) the role of social connections

1st stage	interview
September-October	(2016)

2nd stage	interview
May-June	(2017)

Participant	
recruitment

•Participants were recruited from Adam Smith
Business School, School of Education and
School of Law at the University of Glasgow.

Data	
collection

•Participants were asked to take and select
photos, followed by face-to-face individual
interviews.

Data	
analysis

•Interpretative Phenomenological Approach
(IPA) was undertaken using NVivo software to
identify salient themes and sub-themes.

• Approximately 18% of UK higher education students are
international and of these, 89,540 Chinese international
students represent the largest group (HESA, 2013; 2014).

• There is limited research on the transitional experiences
of international students (Quan et al., 2013).

• Chinese Master’s students studying in the UK might
encounter more challenges due to the short term nature
of their sojourn (Quan et al., 2016).

• Social networks play an important role in international
Chinese international students’ adjustment (Wang et al.,
2015).
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1. How do Chinese postgraduate taught students adapt to
new academic and social culture during the transition
process?
2. How do Chinese postgraduate taught students’ social
networks influence their transitional experiences in the UK?

Chinese	PGT	Students’	Transitional	Experiences:
The	Role	of	Social	Networks

• Moving	to	a	new	
academic	culture	raises	
challenges,	e.g.	from	
memorization	only	to	
being	a	independent	
learner.

• Perceived	confusion	on	
higher	order	thinking	
skills.	Lack	of	creativity,	
in	particular,	can	hinder	
development.

• Family	can	be	a	
primary	source	of	
support,	e.g.	missing	
family	and	home,	
particularly	in	Mid-
Autumn	Festival.

• Wechat	is	Chinese	students’	
main	tool	for	contacting	
social	networks.	Breadth	of	
social	networks	may	have	
grown,	but	the	depth	has	
not.
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