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Acculturation 

“Social and cultural differences in matters of 
choice, communication, learning, participation” 

(Heggins & Jackson 2003) 

 

• Acculturation vs. assimilation and separation  
(Berry, 2009) 

 

• Difficulty  need for Ss to identify coping 
strategies  

(Brunton & Jeffrey, 2014) 
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Acculturation 

Questions:  

• Possibility? 

• Desirability?  

 - Southampton PIM (June 2016): J. Jenkins 
closing talk 

 - Glasgow PIM website: “should we always be 
encouraging learners to manage transitions?”  
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Cultural adaptation 

Postmodern identity   

 - space (unknown) vs place (known) 

 - third space - not complete adaptation (Bhabha, 2004) 

 - 3 types of outsideness 

 - 4 types of insideness 

vicarious, behavioural, empathetic, existential  
(Fougère, 2003) 

 

End result: hybridity, synergy - blend of old and new   
(Burnapp, 2006) 
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Research Question 

• Teaching British culture / society to international 
Ss - controversial, debated 

• University of Bristol: “Content Strand” on PS and 
Pre-Masters: British Sociology 

 

 

How do international students feel about learning 
this module? 

How do tutors feel about teaching it? 
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Content strand 

Course structure – weekly cycle 
 
– Sociology book (Browne, 2011): Reading to Learn 
– Lecture: Listening to Learn 
– Seminar: Speaking to Learn 
– Short Answer Questions: Writing to Learn 

 
• Consensus vs. Conflict theory 
• Rationale:  

– Explore life in the UK from sociological perspective 
– Useful knowledge for living in the UK 
– Chance to apply skills and strategies learned 

(UoB Pre-sessional Student & Tutor Handbook 2016) 

02/12/2016 



Content Strand 

WEEKLY TOPICS 
 

EDUCATION 

FAMILY 

HEALTH 

Review 

MEDIA 

CRIME & DEVIANCE 

WORK & LEISURE 

Review 
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My research 

• Online questionnaire, closed & open 
questions, anonymous 

• 123 PS students out of 923 (13.5%) 

• Tutors – also online, open, anonymous 

 

– Reliability, bias 
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Results 

• Different from expectations 

• Majority of Ss happy to study British society  

• Problem with conflict theory, leftist slant, 
focus on class,  academic culture of debate / 
disagreement 
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Student responses: agree/disagree 

• I think studying aspects of British society was 
useful. 

• I found the Browne (2011) readings and the 
Sociology lectures interesting. 

• I think studying British Sociology is not 
relevant to my needs. 

• I think international students in the UK should 
learn about British society. 
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I think studying aspects of British society was useful. 



I found the Browne (2011) readings and the  
Sociology lectures interesting. 



I think studying British Sociology is not relevant  
to my needs. 



I think international students in the UK should  
learn about British society. 



Student responses 

What did you like about the Sociology strand of the 
course? 
 
• “The sociology strand is different from my country so we could 

know about the Britain. It is really very useful for the students who 
will have one year life in there.” 

• “help international students know more about British society and 
overcome the cultural shock” 

• “The author can give me some new perspectives about some 
topics, and I think these perspectives can help me understand the 
British society.” 

• “The most interesting thing is that I can learn something different 
with my country, and it helps me live here better.” 

• “I liked to get a general idea of every aspect of the British society. 
E.g. how schools, work, families, work or health system work in the 
UK. I liked to understand there are different approaches to analyse 
these aspects” 
 
 

 
 



Student responses 

Was there anything you disliked about the Sociology 
strand? 
 
• “Conflict and consensus theory are little difficult for 

international students to understand.” 
• “Browne heavily focuses on the negative aspect of 

society, it may mislead the opinion of students.” 
• “Can be confusing sometimes cause we have different 

situations in China” 
• “Maybe it emphasizes too much on social class, 

classifying people in different classes” 
 

 



Student responses 

If there was a Sociology topic you were not comfortable 
studying, what was it and why? 
 
Crime – 16 Ss (all other topics 2-3 Ss) 
 
• “difficult” 
• “one-sided” 
• “different from our country” 
• “so serious” 
• “difficult to analyse” 
• “not relevant with our study and life” 
 

 



Tutor responses 

What is your opinion of the Content Strand 
(British Sociology) on the Pre-sessional? 

• 20 pre-sessional tutors responded 
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Tutor responses: positive points 

• “All students can relate to themes (education, family, 
health, etc.) and it allows them to learn more about 
their host culture and for us tutors to learn and 
compare with theirs.” 

• “I think it was useful for the students, with 
appropriate/interesting topics” 

• “The topics are quite general and so are useful for 
everyone. It enables the students to gain some 
knowledge of the UK” 

• “It gave the students an interesting introduction to UK 
society – one the students will learn more about as 
they stay in the country longer” 

• “For me – the most interesting part of the course.” 
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Tutor responses: criticism 

• “Students at first have v limited knowledge of UK 
context. Very hard for them to initially comment on UK 
society in detail.”  

• “Challenging for the Ss as they have to deal with 
concepts and situations that are totally new to them and 
for which they see little relevance to their future 
studies.” 

• “Too left wing” 
• “While the students have found the topics interesting 

and accessible, I feel that the content should be relevant 
to their Masters”  

• “Some themes don’t have enough alternative 
perspectives. Suggestion: where Browne doesn’t offer 
much evidence on the alternative (normally consensus) 
could the lecturer or other input redress this imbalance” 
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Tutor responses:  
consensus vs. conflict theory 

“The students this year told me that in China 
everything is ‘consensus theory’. So talk or think 
about ‘conflict’ is completely new for them.  
More than one student was 
nervous/uncomfortable when writing about 
‘Crime’ in particular. They seemed almost afraid 
even to think about conflict theory on this topic.  
One student wrote ‘why is (social) class mentioned 
in every topic?’ I thought that was a very 
interesting comment on the British context.  
Students overall find it more difficult than I thought 
to understand conflict/consensus theory.”  
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Conclusions 

• Ss coming to study in the UK: generally 
motivated to learn about the host country 

• Most will never completely adapt to British 
culture & not a reasonable expectation 

• Difficulties in adaptation:  

– dealing with controversy 

– negative view of government/state 

– class inequality, conflict theory 
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Final comments 

 

 

  “Taiwan belongs to China!” 
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